Bacterial infections are a common cause of morbidity and mortality in neonates.1 Such infections occurring after age 48 hours are increasingly due to organisms derived from the ward.2 We describe a cluster of cases of meningitis due to a rare Gramnegative cocco-bacillus which occurred in a neonatal intensive care unit.
Methods
Cerebrospinal fluid was obtained from the infants by lumbar puncture using full aseptic precautions. The fluid was examined microscopically and an aliquot was cultured aerobically (10% CO2) and anaerobically. Bacteria were tentatively identified as Acinetobacter sp. by their appearance as Gramnegative cocci and the fact that they were oxidase negative. Their identity was confirmed using the API 20E system (API Ltd). Rectal, pharyngeal, umbilical, and skin swabs were obtained from infected infants and other neonates in the unit. Members of staff were screened using hand washings, throat, and rectal swabs. The Almost half (47%) of the infants who first had colic before age 6 weeks had lost their symptoms by the time they were 3 months old. A further 41 % remitted before age 6 months, leaving only 12% with symptoms persisting into the second half year of life (Figure) .
Attempts to demonstrate relationships between colic and the time of day of occurrence of symptoms 
